The Treatment of Himorrhoids by the Hemorrhoidal Ligating Proctoscope [Summary] by M van Hoorn' (Brussels, Belgium) The author had been impressed with the importance of developing a satisfactory technique for treating internal hemorrhoids without the complication of ulceration which can follow the injection of a sclerosing fluid. This ulceration can lead to severe hxemorrhage and is slow to heal because of the accompanying inflammation. These ulcers are usually symptomless, but the author considers the patient should be aware that one has occurred and also realize that, in fact, a more permanent cure could result. In addition to this complication the author observed that, whereas 87 % of patients are symptomless at the end of injection therapy, the recurrence rate rises from 36% after three months to 90% after three years even though the treated hkmorrhoids were of first and second degree. This background knowledge stimulated the author to develop the ambulatory ligation technique.
Dr van Hoorn described a much improved instrument which can be used by the operator 'Requests for reprints may be sent to: 197 Avenue W Churchill, Brussels, Belgium single-handed. By increasing the diameter it had been found possible to ligate three times the volume of tissue compared with the Barron ligator. The rubber bands had been increased in diameter, thickness and strength. The method had been found more effective than surgery in that the conscious patient could be asked to strain and prolapse the heemorrhoid into the instrument.
Despite occasional slipping of a ligature, and pain complained of by some patients, the treatment was most effective and acceptable as an ambulant procedure for uncomplicated hemorrhoids which had not been previously treated. The fact that there had been no postoperative hwemorrhage recommended it for the widest use.
